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onwards. For the earlier period records on stone are rarer and
often incomplete. However, he found some, but rather slender
independent corroboration of the part of the Chronicles prior to
1500 A.D., as three kings are named in inscriptions, two in songs
and another, Rin-chen, in the Kashmir Chronicles, the Raja-
taranginl of Jonaraja; just sufficient evidence, indeed, to justify
Francke's claim that the account of the early West Tibetan dynasty
is ' on the whole true and reliable/

The Rgyal-rabs traces the ancestry of the Ladakhi royal house
through the historical dynasty of Central Tibet (c. 600-900 A.D.) far
back into the realms of Buddhist and Bon-po mythology, Francke's
close analysis of which has yielded some identifiable tribal and place
names, and kings, such as kings Bu-ram-sin-pa and Gna-khri-
btsan-po, named in inscriptions and legends in Ladakh. The ful-
ness of his notes and references for this legendary period was made
possible by his previous researches into folk-lore, the Gesar myth
and the Bon religion.

Apart from the completely annotated and mostly entirely new
texts, with translations, and other material under the head of Minor
Chronicles, Francke's Tibetan text of the Rgyal-rabs, itself the
result of the first critical collation of copies of a number of MSS.,
some not used before, contains some chapters hitherto unpublished.
These are chapters ii, on cosmology; viii, on the kings from c. 1625
to 1834 A.D.; and x and xi, on the years after 1842. The abundance
of explanatory notes throughout, which reveal the author's intimate
knowledge of the languages, peoples and topography of Indian
Tibet and its neighbours, fully vindicates his claim that his transla-
tion 'yields a richer harvest of historical facts than could be
gathered from the former translations/ For certain outlying coun-
tries the material available is still somewhat scanty. Little is given in
Part XXII for Nub-ra, Spyi-ti (Spiti) and Kanawar. Besides the